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Hey, What’s that Sound?
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3 Steps to SustANITY

• 1. Plant Natives

• 2. Avoid Pesticides

• 3. Sustainable Lawns
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Sustainable Lawns
Reducing Air & Noise Pollution

• 5-10%+ USA Problem 
– Gas gear 10-20x more polluting that cars

– Get the Gas off the Grass!

– Ave. Yard with gas = 5 mTons = 1 Car

Gas Leaf Blowers (2-stroke) are the worst
https://www.instagram.com/tv/B-P6sDMlEZV/?igshid=f2e2i4q49aaw

Blower Video

https://www.instagram.com/tv/B-P6sDMlEZV/?igshid=f2e2i4q49aaw
https://www.instagram.com/tv/B-P6sDMlEZV/?igshid=f2e2i4q49aaw
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Sustainable Lawns
MowGreen Mowing Evolution

2006, Reel mowers, 2010, Reel2Reel gang kits, 2011 Hydrogen …
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Sustainable Lawns
Reel2Reel™ Double/Triple Push Gang Kit

2012 Reel2Reel Manual Mowing Marathon

https://youtu.be/daZprKg5tHE/
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Sustainable Lawns
The “Tesla” of Mowers (Mean Green)

2013-Small electric, 

2015-Medium electric, 

2017-Large electric
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Sustainable Lawns
Zero Emission Lawn Care

• All battery Electric gear

• Batteries charged with Solar

• Batteries charged with 100% elected renewable

• Carbon Credits purchased for vehicle gas

• Zero Noxious Fumes!
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Sustainable Lawns
Mission Zero Emission

Mowers, hedgers, edgers, trimmers, chainsaws, pruners, aerators, de-thatchers, sprayers, 

spreaders, snow blowers & leaf blowers all electric! EGO, MEANGREEN (Worx trimmers).
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Sustainable Lawns
Serene!

• MowGreen Battery Electric Gear is 50% quieter 

than gas-powered gear.
– GLBs – Low Frequency & Air Whooshing Noise into Homes

– Examples: 

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CGQ_K0ags8o/?igshid=oc729fapz76n

Quiet Aerating & Dethatching

• Human powered tools also used when practical

– https://youtu.be/daZprKg5tHE/

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CGQ_K0ags8o/?igshid=oc729fapz76n
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Sustainable Lawns
Air pollution avoidance!

Westchester & Fairfield Counties, NY & CT

• 150,000 + lawns 

• 800,000 mTons of Carbon/GHG’s

• 150,000 Cars all year

• 2 Billion Annual Auto Mile Equivalent Emissions

• $450 Million
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Sustainable Lawns
Practices - Mowing

• Mowing: Height 3 to 4 inches

– Frequency, % of plant cut (<1/3)

– Avoid clumping, keep clippings

– Trimming – no scalping

– Timing – Dry, before rain

– Sharpening!

– Patterns changed: Circles are cool, critter aware

– Stop Drop and Weed! (perennial invasive weeds: Indian 

Mock Strawberry, Creeping Charlie!)
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Sustainable Lawns
Practices – Watering, Clean up

• Watering: 1 inch once/ Week (x2 for 85F deg.+)

• Clean up Spring sticks, mulch leaves, less heavy 

raking/ no core aerating. Hold off on beds. 

• Mulch: May (after insects & birds done), color 

up existing leaves, leaf mulch, use less

• Fall: Mulch mowing leaves reduces

bulk, feeds soil, supplies beds. Keep 

Some whole in beds, excess mulched
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Avoid Pesticides
Endrocrine Disruption, Carcinogens & Nerve Damage

• Synthetics are Bad: -No Synthetics, Go Organic

– Fertilizers

– Pesticides

• Pesticides, Herbicides, Fungicides, Repellents

MowGreen is All Organic (NOFA Accredited)  

• Fertilizer, Weed killer

• PH control, Pro-biotics

• Tick, Mosquito, Grubs Treatments
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Avoid Pesticides
Lawns are not ideal vegetation

• Lawns are “green pavement” for water basins

– Less Lawn Mowing, More Food Growing – Lawn Reduction

• Grass is “needy”

• Synthetics run off

• Soak up

• Food sources

• Carbon Sinking
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Avoid Pesticides
Organic Treatments

• Test Soil Spring

• Light clean up: Hold off on beds: Easy on raking

• Grass Seed Patching

• Feed

• Weed

• Grass OverSeed, Aerate?, Dethatch?

• Weed

• Feed (Mulch Mow Leaves) Fall

• Deer Repellant Pottasium Ice Melt
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Avoid Pesticides
Soil Test

• Soil Test Metrics

– Organic Matter

– PH 6.2-7 is target 

– NPK (Nitrogen Phosporus Pottassium)

• Grass needs 1.5 to 4lbs (max.!) per 1000 sf per season

• Ex: 10-0-2, 5lbs/1000 sf, = 1/2lb per app.

• Grass clippings = 1/2lb per 1000 per season

– Calcium

– Magnesium
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Avoid Pesticides
Soil Report
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Avoid Pesticides
Track PH
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Avoid Pesticides
Organic Treatments

Green Earth Ag & Turf Full Organic Treatment Plan for Turf Professionals

TIMING

April / Early Spring Quantum Growth + Neptune's Harvest Turf Formula

May / Late Spring 10-0-2 Gluten Pre-Emergent / Fert (When Soil Temps reach 57°F)

July / Summer Quantum Growth + Neptune's Harvest Turf Formula (1/2 rate)

Late July / Early August grubGONE!

September
Organic Approach 9-0-4 (1/4 - 1/2 rate)

Quantum Growth + Neptune's Harvest Turf Formula (1/2 rate)
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Avoid Pesticides
Organic Treatments

• Weed & Feed: Corn Gluten Meal 10-0-2

• Probiotics: Quantum Growth, Compost, WormX

• Weed Control: Finalsan, Fiesta

• Tickkillz, MosquitoBarrier, GrubGone, Bobbex

• Grass Seed: Tall Fescue, Kentucky Bluegrass, 

Perenial Rye, & Dense Shade Mix. Tailored 

mixes, but typically 60/15/25% respectively with 

dense shade as necessary (Shade Trees Discuss)
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Plant Natives
No Invasives

• Green Corridor, Pollinator Pathway, Half Earth 

Movement

– No Invasives! Let’s Plant Natives!

– Importance of natives for food web, bio-diversity

• Invasives/Natives-aware staff

– Crab grass, stilt grass, creeping charlie, indian mock 

strawberry, garlic mustard, Japanese barberry, 

burning bush, bitter dock, burrdock, 

– bull thistle, phragmites, etc.
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Plant Natives
Lawn Reduction/Habitat Restoration

• Fewer inputs, more critter food, habitat

– Meadow areas

– Bigger beds

– Turf alternatives (Clover? Micro, White, Red)

– Gardens

– Composting

– Shade Tree areas (Sedges! Pennsylvania, Appalacian, 

Bristle Leaf)

– Resource Lists: Wildflowers, Middlestory, Trees

– Native Plant Trust, ALT, Native, PP, HealthyYards, ELA

https://dyckarboretum.org/three-native-sedges-made-shade/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13bmVi9h-eb6ICoPqi7R8bwsswQ8RBGCv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fQ7KaCXPHmcFH3XT0tmb81B92436jdU4/view?usp=sharing
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Plant Natives
Survey, Record, Design, Plan, Cull, Plant!
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Service Area, Westchester & Fairfield 

Counties, & New Haven Area
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Team

Dan Delventhal
MBA, AOLCP, Founder

Ed Bruderman
Director

Chris Servilla
Manager

Angie Doroszkiewicz
vOffice Manager

Bill McKinney
Dual Licensed Arborist, CT, NRCS Cer-

tified Conservation Planner
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Allies - Cool Customers, Advisors, Partners, Vendors

Analiese Paik, Sustainne

Aspetuck Land Trust, Green Corridor Landscape Partner Program

CT NOFA & Ecological Landscape Alliance

Dan Mabe, CEO, AGZA (American Green Zone Alliance)

Jamie Banks, PHD, MS, CEO, Quiet Communities, Inc.

Daphne Dixon, E.D. LiveGreen CT

Mel LeMay, David Brant

Michele Sorensen, Master Gardener

Liz Garrett, Rye Healthy Yards

Fiona Mitchell, Filippine de Haan Healthy Yds

Discovery Museum, Earthplace Nature Center

Green Village Initiative, Community Gardens

Pollinator Pathways, Deepika Saksena

Stephanie Weiner, New England Smart Energy
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Tending the ave. lawn with gas emits tons of green house gases per 

year; like a car driving 12,000 miles, as gas lawn gear is 20 times 

more polluting per gallon than in a car. Lawn Care is over 5% of US 

air pollution. MowGreen cuts grass without gas. Over 600 metric 

tons of air pollution are avoided annually - over 6,000 acres mowed 

without gas, avoiding 7 MILLION auto-mile equivalent emissions 

since 2006. MowGreen® is a carbon neutral company, focused on 

sustainable lawn care technologies and services. 

Values: Reduction, Ecology, Ethics, Life sustaining, & Respect, Effectiveness, 

Efficiency, Lasting value (REEL).

Missions: Get the Gas off the Grass! More Food Growing, Less Lawn Mowing! 

No Invasives, Let's Plant Natives! No synthetics, Go Organic!

Vision: National Network of locally managed and centrally supported eco-friendly 

gardening & lawn care.



Contact
• https://MowGreen.com

• https://mowgreen.com/mowgreen-blog/

• Dan@MowGreen.com, 203-254-9999



Impossible Dream?
To Dream, The Impossible Dream,

To Hope, that our Air can be Clean,

To Mow, with No Carbon Emissions,

To Drink, from a Clear Mountain Stream,

This is my Quest, and I'm Healthy and Strong, 

Its from pushing Reel mowers, on Organic Lawns,

So I'm thinking its Cool, to Burn Fat but Not Fuel,

Let's Stand up for what’s Right, like we're Teaching in School.......

MowGreen's Reel Mowing, and solar charged electric's,

Clean & Serene,

So, go green with MowGreen,

…we use no stinking gasoline!


